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Words to Khow

Accessible
voting unit

Automatic
registration

Ballot curing

Ballot Drop
Boxes

A voting machine that
is easier for some
people with disabilities
to use.

Registering to vote
before you turn 18.

A process that fixes
small mistakes on a
ballot. This helps make
sure your vote is
counted.

A secure place to drop
off your ballot.



Citizen

Voter
suppression

Voter
intimidation

A person born in
the United States
of America or who
went through
naturalization
process.

People or
governments
stopping some
people from voting.

People trying to scare
you into not voting or
changing your vote.



Why vote?

You vote for your
government

é o é Your government is
) N, ., . Who decides how

money is spent
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éIé — I Your government
- makes laws




VOTE

VOTE

VOTE
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You can vote for
hew laws and new
taxes

You can vote to get
rid of laws and
taxes.

Your vote is
powerful!



Who can vote?

Citizens who have
lived in Washington
‘ for more than 30
days, and are over
18, you can vote in
this state.

Homeless people
can vote, too!

If you are 16 or 17,
you can sign up for
automatic
registration when
you turn 18.




f

What if | am under
guardianship?
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Most people under
guardianship can
vote!

Unless a court
specifically says you
can't vote, you still
have the right to vote

If a court did say this,
you can ask the court
to give back your right
to vote.



What if | have been to prison?

Most people can vote
after going to prison.

A 2022 law meadns
your right to vote is
automatically
restored.

But, you have to
register to vote
again.



Can | vote from jail
or an institution?
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Disability Rights
il WASHINGTON

disabilityrightswa.
org/contact-us/

Yes, your right to vote
does not go away
when you are in jail
or in an institution.

Some elections
officials bring ballots
to jails, nursing homes,
and institutions. They
might also bring an
Accessible Voting Unit.

If a jail or institution
tries to stop you from
voting, contact
Disability Rights
Washington.



Who can’t vote?

People who are not
citizens.

That includes:
green card holders,
some American
Nationals, and
undocumented people.

People who are
younger than 18 on
election day.




People in prison.

People with
disabilities who had
their right to vote
taken away by a
court.

This happens to
some people under
guardianship.



Referenda and initiatives

Sometimes your
ballot has a
referendum or an
initiative.
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1 & ® A referendum asks if
you want to keep a
law or get rid of a
law.
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If you want to keep a
law you vote
“approved.”

If you want to get rid
of a law you vote
“rejected.”
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VOTE

An initiative asks if
you want to make a
hew law.

If you want the new
law you vote “yes.”

If you don't want
the new law you
vote "'no.”



This is a story about Jessica

@ This is Jessica.

Jessica loves
salmon.

Jessica wants to
make sure salmon
have clean streams
AL and rivers.

She wants to make
sure salmon enjoy
Washington
streams and rivers
forever.




Jessica advocates
for salmon at:
e City council
e County council
* Department of
Natural
Resources
* Department of
Fish and Wildlife

m m m She knows that who

she votes for will

m m m affect her salmon
dvocacy.
RIEIE

Jessica decides to
learn more about
the candidates.

Jessica looks at
endorsements from
Salmon United.
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BALLOT

The Encyclopedia of American Politics

VOTE

Next, Jessica looked
up the candidates in
Ballotpedia.

Jessica saw that one
of her city council
candidates
answered a
Ballotpedia survey
about salmon rights.
That candidate’s
nhame was Kentigern

Jessica liked that
Kentigern loves
salmon just like she
does. She thinks she
will vote for
Kentigern for city
council.
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But, Jessica wants to
make sure that this
candidate really does
love salmon like she
does.

Jessica meets
Kentigern at a
campaign rally.

She asks him what his
plan to protect
salmon is.

He tells her about his
plan to protect
salmon.



Another candidate told
Jessica that she likes
salmon, too, but doesn't
know a lot about
protecting salmon.

Jessica wants to vote for
the candidate who
knows salmon the best.

Jessica wanted to see
e — who donated to each

' ' candidate.

Jessica checks the Public
Disclosure Commission
website. She searched
each of the candidate’s
names in the PDC
website.




She found out that
Kentigern got money
from the salmon fishers.

She feels even more
comfortable knowing
that other people who
like salmon also like
Kentigern.

Jessica decides to vote
for Kentigern for city
council.
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https://www.

fec.gov

Jessica is really
enthusiastic about
salmon. She does the
same thing for the
congressional race.

She asked both
candidates for her
congressional district
about salmon.

Neither gave her a good
answer dbout salmon.

Jessica checks the
Federal Elections
Commission website.
The FEC is like the PDC
except that it is for
federal races.


https://www.fec.gov/
https://www.fec.gov/

She found out that one
candidate got a lot of
money from salmon
fishers.

She also found out that
the other candidate got
a lot of money from the
We Hate Salmon
Coalition.

Jessica decides to vote
for the candidate
supported by salmon
fishers.



Jessica votes by mail

@ K Jessica knows who she
wants to vote for.
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She gets her ballot and
a blue or black pen.
Then she puts her
ballot in the security

envelope.
Then she puts the
security envelope in the
envelope.




Jessica signs the
envelope.

Then she writes in her
email and phone
nhumber.

Jessica knows she has
bad handwriting.

She wants to make
sure someone can tell
her if she needs to
verify the signhature on
her ballot.



Verifying your signature
after your ballot is sent
is called ballot curing.

Most people do not have
to do this, but
sometimes ballot curing
makes a big difference
in who gets elected.

Jessica wants to put her
ballot in an official ballot
drop off box.

She checks the King
County Elections website
to learn where the
closest one is.



The closest drop off box
for her is at the Angle
Lake Transit Center.

Jessica takes the bus to
the transit center.

Then she finds the box
and puts her ballot in.



Jessica experiences
voter intimidation

Jessica’s roommate
asked her to put her
ballot in the ballot box.

This is because Jessicd’s
roommate is too sick to
take the bus there.

Jessica’'s roommate
knows her rights and lets
Jessica know that it is OK

to help her turn in her
ballot.

@ s Jessica can'’t vote for her
roommate, but she can

help her!
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When Jessica tries to put
in her roommate’s ballot,
a group of people start
yelling at her.

They say she is breaking
the law by putting in
more than one ballot.

They demand to know
who paid her.

The people yelling at
Jessica believe a
conspiracy theory about
voting.



Jessica tells them that
her roommate has a
right to vote and she is
just making sure her
vote is counted.

After putting both
ballots in the drop box,
Jessica leaves.

Jessica knows it is
important to not stay
there.
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Jessica calls her support
worker to let her know
where she is and what is
happening.

Her support worker
makes sure she gets d
ride home.

On the ride home,
Jessica writes down
what happened.



Next, Jessica calls King
County Elections to tell
them what happened.

What the people
harassing Jessica
were doing is called
voter intimidation.

Voter intimidation is
illegal.




Voter intimidation and
suppression resources

e Contact NAACP Legal Defense Fund
o voting.naacpldf.org/voting-
rights/voting-rights-
defender/report-potential-voter-
suppression/

e Use the nationwide, nonpartisan voter
protection hotlines from the Lawyers’
Committee for Civil Rights:

o English: 866-OUR-VOTE

o Spanish/English: 888-VE-Y-VOTA

o Arabic/English: 844-YALLA-US

o Asian Languages/English: 888-
API-VOTE

* The Arc Voter Support Service
o vote.thearc.org/ask/



http://voting.naacpldf.org/voting-rights/voting-rights-defender/report-potential-voter-suppression/
http://voting.naacpldf.org/voting-rights/voting-rights-defender/report-potential-voter-suppression/
http://voting.naacpldf.org/voting-rights/voting-rights-defender/report-potential-voter-suppression/
http://voting.naacpldf.org/voting-rights/voting-rights-defender/report-potential-voter-suppression/
http://vote.thearc.org/ask/

* |f you experience voter intimidation
from an anti-democracy group, you
can contact the Western States
Center: info@wscpdx.org.

o westernstatescenter.org/
pressreleasearchive/voter-
intimidation-disinformation-
and-conspiracy-theories-
defending-democracy-during-
the-2022-midterm-election

* The ACLU says to report voter
intimidation/suppression to your
local elections office.

o aclu.org/know-your-rights/
voting-rights#someone-is-
interfering-with-my-right-to-
vote



http://westernstatescenter.org/pressreleasearchive/voter-intimidation-disinformation-and-conspiracy-theories-defending-democracy-during-the-2022-midterm-election
http://westernstatescenter.org/pressreleasearchive/voter-intimidation-disinformation-and-conspiracy-theories-defending-democracy-during-the-2022-midterm-election
http://westernstatescenter.org/pressreleasearchive/voter-intimidation-disinformation-and-conspiracy-theories-defending-democracy-during-the-2022-midterm-election
http://westernstatescenter.org/pressreleasearchive/voter-intimidation-disinformation-and-conspiracy-theories-defending-democracy-during-the-2022-midterm-election
http://westernstatescenter.org/pressreleasearchive/voter-intimidation-disinformation-and-conspiracy-theories-defending-democracy-during-the-2022-midterm-election
http://westernstatescenter.org/pressreleasearchive/voter-intimidation-disinformation-and-conspiracy-theories-defending-democracy-during-the-2022-midterm-election
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aclu.org%2Fknow-your-rights%2Fvoting-rights%2F%23someone-is-interfering-with-my-right-to-vote&data=05%7C01%7Cewarwick%40arcofkingcounty.org%7C1a29e6c3514447d3f1d708dab0974f06%7Cd2d12568697848c5a2366b51009670be%7C0%7C0%7C638016461181556564%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BKoRcQLTA3JvTAfPEfcZjRYngQVO6HrGsZweUWiuHxQ%3D&reserved=0
http://aclu.org/know-your-rights/voting-rights#someone-is-interfering-with-my-right-to-vote
http://aclu.org/know-your-rights/voting-rights#someone-is-interfering-with-my-right-to-vote
http://aclu.org/know-your-rights/voting-rights#someone-is-interfering-with-my-right-to-vote
http://aclu.org/know-your-rights/voting-rights#someone-is-interfering-with-my-right-to-vote

Jessica tracks
and cures her ballot

Jessica was so excited
to vote!

She loves salmon so
much.

= help salmon have
aie clean streams and
rivers.

g _ She knows her vote wiill

Jessica wants to
Mmake sure her vote is

v/
,Q\ counted.



Sometimes county
elections departments
reject ballots.

This happens when
someone’s signature
on their ballot does not
match the signature
they made when
registering to vote.

This can also happen if
you forget to sign your
ballot.

Jessica knows she
sighed her ballot. But,
she has bad
handwriting, so her
signhature might not
match.



But, Jessica does not
want to wait to be told
her ballot had a
problem.

Jessica visits the King
County Elections
website. She goes to
the “track your ballot”

page.

She put in her
information and the
website said her ballot
was received. That
means her ballot got to
the people who count
the ballots. But, it does
not mean her ballot
was counted yet.



The next day, Jessica
checks her ballot
again. This time, the
ballot tracker said
there was a problem
with her ballot. It said
she needed to verify
her signature.

Jessica loves salmon.
She knows her vote is
important for the
salmon.

Jessica calls King County
Elections about her ballot.
The person from King
County Elections says
Jessica needs to fill out a
signhature challenge form.



Jessica could go
in-person to fill out the
form.

King County Elections
can also send Jessica
the form in the mail.

King County Elections
sends signhature
challenge forms to
everyone who has their
sighature challenged.

Jessica decides to go
in-person. She takes
public transit to the King
County Elections office
in Renton.
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Jessica talks to a
person from King
County Elections about
her situation.

They hand Jessica the
sighature challenge
form.

Jessica fills out the form
and hands it back.

The next day, Jessica
tracked her ballot again.
This time the site said
her ballot was counted!



This is a story about Rosa

A Rosa is a young woman
5}1 o\ with an intellectual
) ~r’ ( disability.

C ~ She is under
| guardianship.
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Rosa wants to vote.
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Rosa’s right to vote was
not taken away by her
guardianship.

Rosa asks her support
worker to help her go to
King County Elections.

Rosa already knows
who she wants to vote
for.
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She just wants help
registering to vote
and help with voting.

Rosa’s support worker
does not think Rosa
should vote. She thinks
Rosa’s disability means
she should not vote.
Rosa’s support worker
is being ableist.

Your right to vote
does not go away if
you have d
disability.
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Rosa asks a friend of
hers in People First to
drive her to King
County Elections.

Rosa’s friend takes her
to King County
Elections.

Rosa talks to the poll
worker. She says she
has never voted
before and she wants
help registering.

The poll worker gets
Rosa registered.



The poll worker asks if
Rosa would like some
assistance or to use an
Accessible Voting Unit
(AVU).

Rosa says she wants to
use an AVU but does
not know how to use it.

The poll worker sets up
Rosa at the AVU and
tells her how to make
her choice.



\I’ Rosa makes her choices

L1010 and leaves.

V Rosa voted.




Voting resources

e SABE Go Voter Project sabeusa.org/
govoter/

e A Self Advocate’s Guide to Voting
autisticadvocacy.org/policy/toolkits/
voting/

e Assisting Voters with Disabilities
disabilityrightswa.org/publications/
assisting-voters-disabilities/

* National Disability Rights Network
ndrn.org/voting/

e Washington’s Office of the Secretary of
State_https://www.sos.wa.gov/

https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/
voters/voter-eligibility-resources/
felony-convictions-and-voting-right

e King County Elections Department
kingcounty.gov/depts/elections



https://www.sabeusa.org/govoter/
https://www.sabeusa.org/govoter/
https://autisticadvocacy.org/policy/toolkits/voting/
https://autisticadvocacy.org/policy/toolkits/voting/
https://disabilityrightswa.org/publications/assisting-voters-disabilities/
https://disabilityrightswa.org/publications/assisting-voters-disabilities/
https://www.ndrn.org/voting/
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/elections

